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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Amendment 

The amendment filed on August 17, 2010 has been entered and considered and an action 
on the merits follows. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or 
on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 33-35 and 37 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Smith (US 2,107,587). 

Smith discloses an apparatus for locally increasing pressing pressure on a press tool (g) 
comprising: a clamping surface (of ref. [f]) in a press, the clamping surface being adapted for 
clamping an abutment surface on the press tool thereagainst (page 1, col. 1, lines 47-51) and for 
performing reciprocal movements for operating the press tool between an open position and a 
closed pressing position (fig. 1); a power unit (k) provided between the clamping surface in the 
press and the abutment surface of the tool (fig. 1); the power unit is of flat configuration (fig. 1) 
and recessed in the clamping surface (fig. 1 and page 1, col. 2, lines 19-20), said power unit 
being connected to a source of pressurized hydraulic fluid (page 1, col. 2, line 33); the power unit 
is smaller than the abutment surface (fig. 1), said power unit comprising at least two plates (fig. 
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1) defining an interspace between said at least two plate (fig. 1); said interspace being capable of 
being pressurized (page 1, col. 2, lines 32-36), and the interspace is in communication with a 
source of pressurized hydraulic fluid (page 1, col. 2, line 33). 

Claims 25-27, 29, and 32-37 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Miisse (US 6,752,901). 

Regarding claims 25-27, 29, and 32, Miisse discloses an apparatus comprising: a 
clamping surface (of ref. # 16), a press tool (15) having an abutment surface (fig. 1) (note that 
the claim does not specifically define the abutment surface is from one end of the tool to the 
other end of the tool; therefore, the Examiner interprets the claimed abutment surface is a middle 
portion of the tool (15) as shown in fig. 6), the abutment surface (as defined by the Examiner as 
noted above) being smaller than the clamping surface of the press (fig. 1), a power unit (1) 
provided in a contact region between the clamping surface in the press and the abutment surface 
of the tool (fig. 1); the power unit being configured on activation to press away from the 
clamping surface at least a part of the abutment surface of the tool (col. 3, lines 6-9), the power 
unit is of flat configuration (fig. 2) and recessed in the clamping surface (fig. 1), said power unit 
being connected to a source of pressurized hydraulic fluid (fig. 2); said power unit comprising at 
least two plates (2 and 3) defining an interspace between said at least two plate (fig. 2); said 
interspace being capable of being pressurized (figs. 2-3), the two plates being circumscribed by 
and being fastened to a frame member (4) extending along peripheries of the plates (col. 6, lines 
1-4), the upper plate has a throughhole (fig. 2) for supplying a pressurized fluid to the 
interspace. 
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Regarding claims 33-37, Musse discloses an apparatus comprising: a clamping surface 
(of ref. # 16), a press tool (15) having an abutment surface (fig. 1), the clamping surface being 
adapted for clamping the abutment surface on the press tool thereagainst (fig. 1) and for 
performing reciprocal movements (by ref. # 23) for operating the press tool between an open 
position and a closed pressing position (fig. 1); a power unit (1) provided between the clamping 
surface in the press and the abutment surface of the tool (fig. 1); said power unit being connected 
to a source of pressurized hydraulic fluid (fig. 2); the power unit is smaller than the abutment 
surface (figs. 1 and 6), said power unit comprising at least two plates (fig. 1 ) defining an 
interspace between said at least two plate (fig. 1); said interspace being capable of being 
pressurized (page 1, col. 2, lines 32-36); and the power unit is of flat configuration (fig. 2) and 
recessed in the clamping surface (fig. 1), the two plates being circumscribed by and being 
fastened to a frame member (4) extending along peripheries of the plates (col. 6, lines 1-4). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 25-27, 29, 31-32, and 36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Smith (US 2,107,587) in view of Musse (US 6,752,901). 

Smith discloses an apparatus for locally increasing pressing pressure on a press tool (g) 
which, by means of an abutment surface thereon (fig. 1), is clampable against a clamping surface 
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(of ref. [f]) in a press, said apparatus comprising: the clamping surface being adapted for 
performing reciprocal movements for operating the press tool between an open position and a 
closed pressing position (fig. 1); the abutment surface of the press tool being smaller than the 
clamping surface in said press (fig. 1); a power unit (k) provided in a contact region between the 
clamping surface in the press and the abutment surface of the tool (fig. 1); the power unit is of 
flat configuration (fig. 1), said power unit being configured on activation to press away from the 
clamping surface at least a part of the abutment surface on the tool (page 1, col. 2, lines 27-37) ; 
the power unit is smaller than the abutment surface (fig. 1), said power unit comprising at least 
two plates (fig. 1) defining an interspace between said at least two plates (fig. 1); said interspace 
being capable of being pressurized (page 1, col. 2, lines 32-36), and the interspace is in 
communication with a source of pressurized hydraulic fluid (page 1, col. 2, line 33). Smith does 
not expressly disclose that the two plates being circumscribed by and being fastened to a frame 
member extending along peripheries of the plates. However, the patent to Miisse can be apply to 
teach a power unit (1) having two plates (2 and 3, see figs. 2 or 7), and the two plates being 
circumscribed by and being welded to a frame member (4) extending along peripheries of the 
plates (col. 6, lines 1-6 and col. 7, lines 21-25). Therefore, it would have been an obvious matter 
of design choice to fasten the plates of Smith together by a frame, as taught by Miisse, since such 
construction of a power unit is old and well know in the mechanical art and both constructions of 
the power unit work equally as well, one skilled in the art would make a choice for convenience 
or economic reason. 

As to the upper plate has a throughhole for supplying a pressurized fluid to the interspace, 
Smith does not expressly disclose a location on the power unit for supplying the pressurized 
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fluid. Musse can also be applied to teach a throughhole on an upper plate (2) for supplying a 
pressurized fluid to an interspace (fig. 2). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to provide the upper plate of Smith 
with a throughhole, as taught by Musse, in order to conveniently supplying the pressurized fluid 
to the interspace. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 28 and 30 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base 
claim and any intervening claims. 



Response to Arguments 

In Applicant's arguments filed August 17, 2010, Applicant argued that neither Musse nor 
Lee taught or suggested the claimed power unit. This argument is not found persuasive because 
Musse does disclose the claimed power unit as noted above. 

Applicant further argued that the pressure plate (15) of Musse can not be compared to the 
tool parts of the present invention due to their lack of thickness and the power unit (1) of Musse 
is fully elastic, not rigid. This argument has been considered. However, the claims do not require 
that the power unit has to be rigid, and the claims do not define the thickness of the tool. 
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Conclusion 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to JIMMY T. NGUYEN whose telephone number is (571)272- 
4520. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday 7:30am-5 :00pm with 
alternating Fri. 7:30am-4:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Dana Ross can be reached on (571) 272- 4480. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



JTNguyen 
October 05, 2010 

/Jimmy T Nguyen/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3725 



